Belcantol5th year

We’ve had an extremely busy December performing at a number of venues; in fact
we were invited to sing for the Good Companions club Beoley, The Village Inn
Beoley, Burgot Grange and we held our own Christmas concert at Kingsley College
where we raised £200 for the Acorn Children’s Hospice Fund. 2005 has also got off
to a flying start and the choir are busy putting together a special programme for
this year.

RN Ll We have been asked to sing for the Royal National Lifeboat Institute on
the 5th March at Walkwood School - it is hoped to raise funds for this cause. We
have also been asked to sing at St George’s Church Redditch and we will be
putting on a concert for them on the 21st May.

Celebratory Concert we are also going to participate in the
annual Community Arts Festival event this year (A festival within the Air
Festival!)and finally we are at the moment planning a celebratory concert that will
take place during September because this year is the 15th anniversary of the
Belcanto choir. We intend to make this a super evening and hope to bring together,
for one big party, old and new members of the choir and of course the general
public. It really will be a celebration.

Arrow Vale Singers Spring into Song

Welcome in spring with Arrow Vale Singers who are performing at Mappleborough
Green Village Hall on Saturday 16th April 2005. The performance begins at 7.30pm
and includes refreshments and a bar. Tickets are £6, children are allowed in free if
they are accompanied by an adult. Book in advance by contacting 01527 893525, or
come along and buy tickets on the door.

ROS 'On the road'

Redditch Operatic Society is back 'on the road' in May 2005 for our new Spring
Concert Tour entitled 'A Night at the Movies'.

This excellent musical evening features a wide range of popular music made
famous in films - everything from Disney to James Bond, from Sister Act to Forest
Gump, from the classics of MGM to modern-day films like Moulin Rouge.

The venues and dates are as follows:

Astwood Bank Church Friday 13 May 2005 at 7.30pm

St Peter's Church, Coughton Saturday 14 May 2005 at 7.30pm

Cookhill Village Hall

Special Sunday Tea-time Concert Sunday 15 May 2005 at 6.00pm

Ecumenical Centre, Redditch Friday 20 May 2005 at 7.30pm

All Saints' Church, Bromsgrove  Saturday 21 May 2005 at 7.30pm

For more information, please see the ROS web site at
www.redditch-operatic.co.uk or to book tickets to any of the concerts,
please contact our ticket secretary Mrs Ann Duffin on 01527 527363.

CAFE

A variety of exciting activities have been planned for this years
Community Arts Festival Event in Redditch. Here is a sample of what is
on offer:

Thursday 9th June - the festival will be opened in the evening by Cllr
Diane Thomas and begin with the ghost walk.

Friday 10th June - A writing workshop is planned followed by a Variety Show
involving local performers at Kingsley Theatre in the evening.

Saturday 11th June - singing and dancing in the Kingfisher Centre,
outside Tony's Handyman and St Stephen's Church all day long. Inside
the Church will be static displays, including Redditch Art Circle, and free

teas, kindly provided by members of St Stephen's. There will also be a
flower arranging demonstration outside (what is now) Allders, next to
the escalators. The library will have poetry readings and a poetry
workshop, and Roy Clews, the famous Redditch author, has very kindly
agreed to come and give us a talk. On Saturday evening there will be a
more serious concert at Kingsley Theatre involving organisations such as
Bel Canto Singers & Arrow Vale Choir.

Ben Sidwell will be compering the events in the Kingfisher Centre, Jacqui
Smith MP will compere the Saturday evening at Kingsley Theatre, and
Radio Pulse will be parked outside Tony's Handyman's to provide day-
long entertainment. There will also be children's events, such as face
painting.

Eve ntS D I ary organised by members of Redditch Arts Council

Redditch Society The weather Forecast with Shafali Oza 4th March. 7.30 pm Trinity High School.

Redditch Music Society Recital by Ruth Rogers (violin) and Alvin Moisey (piano). 5th March 7.30 pm, Redditch

Ecumenical Centre. Recital by one of the country's most exciting young pianists includes the wonderful Grieg Sonata in C
minor plus works by Handel, Janacek, Saint-Saens and Dvorak.

Redditch Folk Club Colin Pitts 12th March 8.30 pm. Versatile singer songwriter. Contact Bryn Colvin on 01427 545560 for details.
Redditch Society AGM and member talk 18th March. 7.30 pm Trinity High School.

Astwood Bank Operatic Society The Merry Widow by Franz Lehar. 22nd - 26th March, Palace theatre.

R.A.T.S. in Inspector Drake and the Time Machine, 31st March, 1st April and 2nd April at 7.30 pm. tickets £6 (£5 concs.)

Redditch Music Society Ensemble Andomeda (Soprano, flutes, piano). 2nd April 7.30 pm, Redditch Ecumenical Centre.
The versatile ensemble will include music by Saint-Saens, Debussy and Ravel, plus some of Canteloube's Chants d'Auvergne.

Redditch Folk Club Tommy Demsey 9th April 8.30 pm. Songs from the Irish tradition. Contact Bryn Colvin
on 01427 545560 for details.

Redditch Music Society AGM (7.00 pm) followed by David Quigley (piano) (8.00 pm) on 7th May. David has performed
in some of the world's leading venues. He will play music by Hadyn, Brahms and Ravel.
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For further information contact Redditch Arts Council on: 01527 546056
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